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This book provides an innovative perspective to consider contemporary urban challenges through the 
lens of urban vacancy. The contributors develop new empirical insights that rethink ruination, urban 
development and political contestation over the re-use of vacant spaces in post-crisis cities across the 
globe.
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Spanning multiple countries across South 
America, Europe and Africa, this book 
investigates the phenomenon of self-building for 
low- and middle-income groups in urban areas. 
It explores the tension between governance and 
self-regulation, considering how this relationship 
can be remodelled and optimised to create 
more socially sustainable forms of urbanisation. 
It argues for a rethinking of governance and the 
moral and managerial ownership of the city.
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In response to unprecedented pressure from 
climate change, migration, ageing populations 
and resource shortages, this authoritative book 
provides new research and thinking about 
cities, their governance and planning reform, 
examining global examples of cutting-edge 
policy experimentation and innovation designed 
to guarantee a sustainable future.

Rescaling Urban Governance

By John Sturzaker and 
Alexander Nurse 



Bristol University Press, and its imprint Policy Press, are committed to publishing the highest quality international scholarship in the social 
sciences and aligned disciplines.  As a not-for-profit university press, our aim is to publish work that makes an impact in the world.

The series seeks contributions that consider one 
or more of the following:
• the ways substantive policy agendas are 

addressed through formal, informal, public 
and non-public planning processes;

• how governance arrangements and the 
involvement of diverse actors in the planning 
process can answer key public policy 
dilemmas;

• the contested role of planning as a form of 
government intervention in the market;

• how planning responds to increasing social 
complexities, socio-spatial diversity and 
democratic renewal and how it intersects 
with debates around democracy, power and 
‘governmentality’.
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