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The COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing global economic recession of unprecedented depth is a ‘once in a 
generation’ opportunity to challenge capitalism and transition to a more equitable, democratic, solidaristic 
and sustainable socio-economic system. Indeed, the present situation has revitalized public and academic 
debates about the future of capitalism and has demonstrated the urgent need to envision and enact 
alternatives that can help rebalance the economy and tackle the multiple intertwined crises that societies 
are currently facing: high and rising inequality of income and power, eroding democracy and citizen’s 
rights, human-induced climate change and environmental destruction.

This ground-breaking new series will advance the international, comparative and interdisciplinary study 
of capitalism and its alternatives in the 21st Century. Having grown out of the ‘Alternatives to Capitalism’ 
research network – part of the Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics (SASE) – the series aims to 
publish cutting-edge work from a wide range of scholarly communities in the Global North and the Global 
South.

Books in the series will explore alternative forms of production, consumption and social reproduction 
in contemporary societies, and will contribute to debates on the future of capitalism, the commons, 
prefigurative politics, social movements and collective action, real utopias, radical politics, and heterodox 
economic thinking.
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Hannes Gerhardt’s analysis of how technology-
led and commons-focused solutions can loosen 
the grip of capitalism is at once inspiring and 
pragmatic. The book shows how cyberspace 
and digital tools can drive the cooperation, 
sharing and movements that benefit economies 
and societies more than capitalist structures, 
and constructs a framework of ‘compeerism’ 
that can achieve a more equal and sustainable 
future. 

From Capital to Commons 

By Hannes Gerhardt
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In a time of great gloom and doom 
internationally and of major global problems, 
this book offers an invaluable contribution to our 
understanding of alternative societies that could 
be better for humans and the environment. 
Bringing together a wide range of approaches 
and new strands of economic and social 
thinking from across the world, Martell critically 
assesses the contemporary alternatives to 
capitalism, learning lessons from them and 
shows the ways forward with a convincing 
argument of pluralist socialism. 
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The Future is Now: 
An Introduction to 
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Politics of the Gift
By Frank Adloff 

Prefigurative initiatives are attracting a growing 
amount of attention from scholars and activists 
precisely because they are envisioning alternative 
futures by embodying radically different ways of 
living in the present. Thanks to the contribution 
of leading researchers, ‘The Future is Now’ 
represents the go-to book for anyone seeking a 
comprehensive, state-of-the-art, and thought-
provoking introduction to the thriving field of 
prefigurative politics.

At the heart of capitalism lies the idea of an ever-
rational human being motivated by self-interest 
- which arguably leads societies to economic 
prosperity. Drawing on French sociologist Marcel 
Mauss’ influential theory of ‘the gift’, this book 
shatters this fallacy to show that trust is the only 
glue that holds societies together, and people are 
giving beings  who can cooperate for the benefit of 
all when the logic of maximizing personal gain in 
capitalism is broken.  



Bristol University Press, and its imprint Policy Press, are committed to publishing the highest quality international scholarship in the social 
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“I’m proud to see Bristol University Press launching this important 
new journal, which promises to address the most urgent 
complexities of global social challenges by drawing together 
accessible international scholarship across the disciplines to 
inform policy and practice.” 
PROFESSOR JUDITH SQUIRES, DEPUTY VICE-CHANCELLOR AND 
PROVOST, UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL 
 
 
How can we reimagine society in an era of climate change, 
pandemic, hunger, poverty, questions of racial, ethnic and 
gender justice and other pressing global societal challenges? 
Significant threats and dangers lie ahead of us, but so do 
opportunities, as new ways of being, thinking and doing emerge. 
This new, fully Open Access journal aims to facilitate thinking 
about these positive new trajectories and to become the journal 
of choice to address the complexities of global social challenges 
across disciplines and fields.  
 

Bristol University Press is 
delighted to announce its first 
fully Open Access journal.
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